
READERS ROTA 

                                   THIS SUNDAY NEXT SUNDAY 

  

9:30am John Greenwood 9:30am Gabrielle Colleran 

11:00am Jovanna Karuna 11:00am Kieron Green 

6:00pm Paul Coates 6:00pm Judith McDonald 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   
   

SUNDAY 1st   

 

Mary the Mother 

of God 

9:30am 

11:00am 

1:00pm 

6:00pm 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Alban’s 

Evelyn Somerville 

Leslie Maragh Int. 

Polish Mass 

People of the Parish 

MONDAY 2nd  Feria 

 

9:30am  St Mary’s Christine Littlewood 

TUESDAY 3rd   REQUIEM 7:00pm St Mary’s POPE BENEDICT XVI 

WEDNESDAY 4th Feria 

 

9:30am St Mary’s Wasyl Lopuszniak (A)  

THURSDAY 5th  

 

Feria No Public  

Mass 

  

FRIDAY 6th  

HOLY DAY OF 

OBLIGATON 

The Epiphany  10:30am 

12:30pm 

7:00pm 

St Mary’s 

St Mary’s 

St Alban’s 

Marie Finn (School Mass) 

Agnes Donaghy (Thanks) 

Dead List 

SATURDAY 7th  Feria 

 

12:15pm St Mary’s 

 

Danny Michael  

 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament: 

Saturday 11:00am – 12:00pm 

at St Mary’s 

 

Confessions: 

Saturday - 

11:00am-12:00pm – St Mary’s 

Sunday - 

5:30pm–6:00pm – St Alban’s 

or on Request 

 

Marriages and Baptisms  

by appointment  

 

Perpetual Novena: 

Wednesday after 9:30am Mass 

 

Holy Rosary: 

Saturday after 12:15pm Mass 

 

Devotions to the Sacred 

Heart: 

First Friday of the month after 

9:30am Mass 
 

Our Lady’s Lamp this week 

burns for: 

Andrew O’Shaughnessy  

MASS SCHEDULE AND DEVOTIONS  

Parish Priest: Rev. Fr Joshua Hilton 

Deacon: Rev. John Walsh 

Presbytery: Clarence House, 2 Clarence Street, Halifax HX1 5DH 

T: 01422 352141 E: office.stmary.halifax@dioceseofleeds.org.uk 

Website: www.stmaryshalifax.com 

St Mary’s Primary Academy: 01422 362365 

 

THE PARISH OF SAINT MARY, HALIFAX 
Incorporating the churches of St Alban and St Mary 
 

http://www.stmaryshalifax.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

David Sutcliffe, Gladys Megson, John Wallis, Millie Haigh, David Murphy, Peter Fekete, 

 Fawzia Mohamed, William Long, Sonya Box, Julie Simpson, Charlotte Fitzpatrick, Peter Smith, 

 Julie Hall, Moya Andrew, Suzanne Peaker, Larry Byrne, Eleanor Foran, Winnie Whelan, 

 Kathleen Hannan, Nancy McGrath, Maureen Colleran, Patricia Reynolds and all the sick and 

housebound of the parish, their families and those who care for them. 

If you know of anyone in the Parish who is ill or is housebound please let Fr Hilton or Deacon John 

know so that a visitation can be arranged.  

  
 

"I AM WITH YOU" - HALIFAX DEANERY MISSION 2023 

In the week leading up to the Feast of the Ascension (15 - 18 May 2023) the Catholics of the Halifax 

Deanery will be celebrating a week of Mission, sharing with each other and the wider community the 

love of Jesus. To access the latest information and follow developments, please use the following social 

media “handles”  

Facebook:@missionhalifax Twitter: @halifaxmission Instagram:   @missionhalifax 

 

THANK YOU  

A very big thank you from me and Deacon John for all of the very generous cards, gifts and well wishes 

over the last few days. Thanks also go to all those who have helped in cleaning and decorating our 

churches, serving and reading at Mass, singing in the choir, and those who in anyway have helped to 

make our celebrations so worthy. Please know how grateful we are. 

POPE BENEDICT XVI REQUIEM  

There will be a special Requiem Mass offered for the happy repose of the soul of the late Pope Benedict 

XVI at 7:00pm on Tuesday at St Mary’s – please come and pray for our late Holy Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 and all those who have died recently  

and for Fr Hubert McNamara and all those whose anniversaries occur about this time. 
MASSES RECEIVED:   

Julie and Tony Simpson Int, Kathleen and Kenneth Wadsworth, Danny Michael, Pauleen Luniw Int, 

Leslie Maragh, Wasyl Lopuszniak, Fr Francis Carroll   

 

 

ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY ACADEMY NEWS. 

The School re-opens on the 4th January 2023. 

We wish all the Pupils, Staff, Helpers, Counsellors and Parents/Carers a very Happy New Year. 

We welcome Miss Torevell, Miss Norman and Mrs I’Anson to our Teaching Staff and Mr Tim Widdop 

as our new Site Manager. 

If you have a child who will be 5yrs old between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019 you should 

be looking for a place in a school now. The deadline for applications, which must be made online is 15th 

January 2023. If you apply after this date your child may not get the school of your choice. 

 LINK: https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/v2/residents/ education-and-learning/schools/admissions 

 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

Can you help us make someone's Christmas a little bit happier?  We are now thinking about our Christmas 

Appeal.  This year, those in our parish who are in need are even more than ever in need and we hope to ease their 

financial burden by helping them in any way we can. This may entail helping with heating bills, supplying food or 

clothing or even something as simple as a selection box for children who will get nothing. We will be so grateful 

for any financial donations that you are able to make. Our account details are shown here: 

Bank sort Code 60-60-04; Account number 46086137 Account name - SS Mary and Alban Halifax 

Date of next meeting is 10th January at 6 p.m. in St Alban's Parish Room. 

 



 

FROM YOUR PARISH PRIEST 

 

A very happy New Year to you all. Today we celebrate the solemnity of the Holy Mother of God, the 

Octave Day of the solemnity of Christmas. Today we recall how, on the eighth day, the parents of Jesus 

took the child to be circumcised and to receive the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him before 

he was born. The holy name of Jesus means ‘God saves his people from their sins’. Today we also 

entrust the New Year to the mercy of Divine Providence and ask for God’s blessing on everything that 

lies ahead.  

 

On Saturday morning, we were all saddened to receive the news of the death of His Holiness Benedict 

XVI who was Pope between 2005 and 2013. Born in 1927 in Bavaria, Joseph Ratzinger became a priest 

in 1951 in the Archdiocese of Munich and Freising. He lived a remarkable life in what were very 

difficult circumstances. He became an outstanding intellect in the heart of the twentieth century, going 

on to become one of the pre-eminent theologians of our times. He taught theology at the universities of 

Bonn, Munster, Tubingen and Regensburg. He was an expert advisor at the Second Vatican Council 

(1962-1965). In 1977, Pope Paul VI named Father Ratzinger as the new Archbishop of Munich. He was 

consecrated bishop on 28 May 1977 in Munich, and was almost immediately elevated to cardinal on 27 

June 1977.  

 

In 1978, he participated in the two conclaves during the ‘Year of Three Popes’. During this time, he 

came to know Cardinal Karol Wojtyla who was elected John Paul II in October 1978. These two great 

men of the Church came to realise their shared vision in the years after the council. Such was their 

common understanding of what was needed at a time of great change, John Paul called Cardinal 

Ratzinger to Rome to be the Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, where they 

worked together for the next twenty-four years during John Paul’s long and remarkable pontificate. This 

was a role that Cardinal Ratzinger exercised with great faithfulness, intellectual brilliance and humble 

devotion to the Church. In 2001, he also became Dean of the College of Cardinals. In this capacity, he 

presided over the death and funeral of his beloved friend Pope John Paul, coming ever more to the 

attention of God’s people and to the cardinals who, recognising his outstanding gifts, subsequently 

elected him Pope on 19 April 2005 as Benedict XVI. 

 

As Pope, Benedict surprised and delighted many. His first encyclical Deus Caritas Est was a beautiful 

reflection on the love of God. He also wrote about hope, about charity in service, and his brilliant three 

volume work on the Gospels, Jesus of Nazareth. Many of us remember with great fondness his State 

Visit to the United Kingdom in 2010 when he met Her Late Majesty the Queen and beatified the servant 

of God John Henry Newman. He brought a profound message of hope and faith to the peoples of our 

own country. Aware of the limitations he experienced due to age and ill health, he retired in 2013 and 

became known as Pope Emeritus. In this regard, he began a new life dedicated to constant prayer for the 

Church, ever united to the suffering Lord and to Peter, whose successor he had been. 

 

Reflecting on his own mortality and what was to come for him, he recently said: ‘In light of the hour of 

judgement, the grace of being a Christian becomes all the more clear to me. It grants me knowledge, and 

indeed friendship, with the Judge of my life, and thus allows me to pass confidently through the dark 

door of death.’ Some years earlier, he had reflected on the call of the Lord who says to each us, ‘Follow 

me’. Pope Benedict took up that great call every day of his life, and now he hears the call of the Lord to 

join him in the house of the Father in heaven. Benedict often described himself as nothing more than a 

pilgrim. We pray that now that his long journey is over, he will receive the rich reward of having 

followed the Lord in the great task of becoming ever more a Good Shepherd.  
 

            God Bless you all 
                                                                                               Fr Hilton 

 
Mass Offerings, Notices and News Items for the Parish Bulletin should be given to Fr Hilton or Deacon John by Wednesday 

evening. Notices and News Items only can be sent to John Coates (07842 066450 orjbcoates@btinternet.com) again by 

Wednesday evening. 

The Parish Safeguarding Representative is Clare O’Neill(07792147620 psr.coneill@dioceseofleeds.org.uk) 

Leeds Diocese Charity Registration No. 249404 


